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Proposed Action 

The proposed action consists of a mining plan submitted under the 
provisions of 30 CFR part 231.10 of the Federal Regulations by The 
Anaconda Coirpany on Kovcmber 13, 1972. The plan Is for a small 
underground uranium c.lning operation on Laguna Indian Tribal lands. 
In Valenclc County, Kew Me:tlco, held under o mining lease by the 
company.—It entails the trackless developaent-of—several-smflll ore 
bodies with a A50-foct long adit and sufficient drifting to provide 
for their extraction by both lonĝ /all stoping with n mechanical mining 
machine and sublcvel stoping vith conventional mining equipment. The 
ore bodies lie within the Jackpile sandstone unit of the Jurassic 
Marrlson formrtion at a depth of about 200 feet below the lend surface 
Operations arc scheduled to commence sometime during February 1973. 

Location and Natural Settine 

The involved lands comprise about 20 acres within sections 2 and 3, 
T. 10 N., R. 5 W., NMPM, Valencia County, New Mexico, and arc inside 
of the boundaries of the company's mining lease No. 1 (approved 
July 31, 1952) on Laguna Indian Tribal lands. They are located about 
8.5 miles north of Laguna Pueblo on Interstate Highway I-AO. The 
subject area is situated on the northeasterly sloping flank of North 
Oak Canyon Mesa well above the intermittently flowing Rio Paguate 
River at its base. This small area is located about 3,000 feet 
southwest of the crusher and ore loading station for the nearby active 
Jackpile and Paguate open-pit mines that are also within the boundaries 
of lease No. 1. 

The climate is semlarld, the annual precipitation ranging from 4 to 18 
inches and averaging about 9 inches per year. The summers are generally 
hot, the winters moderately cold and the mean yearly temperature Is 
about 53° F« The thin sandy mantle of soil covering the area supports 
a sparse and scattered growth of native grasses studded by occasional 
clumps of desert shrubs. 
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